
 
FIFTH GRADE LITERACY: BENCHMARK EXPECTATIONS TOWARDS MEETING STANDARDS  

Reading: Literature and 
Informational Text 

NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

● Identifies a direct quote that supports 
an inference 

● Uses a direct quote from the text to explain 
what the text says explicitly or when making 
an inference 

● Uses quotes from a text accurately and 
effectively to explain what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from 
the text 

Determine a theme or main idea of a 
text and explain how it is supported 
by key details in the text. 

● Determines the theme of a narrative 
text using evidence from key details in 
the text 

● Explains how characters respond to 
challenge 

● Determines the main idea of an 
informational text  

● Identifies the reasons and evidence an 
author uses to support particular points 
in a text 

● Determines/infers two or more main ideas 
in an informational text 

● Explains how main ideas are supported by 
key details from the text 

 

● Understands the difference between 
important/interesting information in 
informational text 

● Explains how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point(s) 

Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a 
text, drawing on specific details in 
the text. 

● Compares and contrasts 
two or more characters, settings 
or events within one text 

● Compares and contrasts two or more 
characters, settings or events within and 
across texts 

● Compares and contrasts two or 
more characters, settings, or events drawing 
on most effective  evidence from a text 

Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases including figurative 
language such as metaphors and 
similes and/or determine the 
meaning of general academic and 
domain specific words and phrases 
as they are used in a text. 

● Recognizes and begins to use 
common, grade-appropriate Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots as clue  to the 
meaning of a word 

● Recognizes some figurative 
language in context 

● Uses context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase 

● Consults reference materials for 
the pronunciation and precise meaning 
of key words and phrases 

● Uses common, grade-appropriate Greek 
and Latin affixes and roots as clue  
to the meaning of a word 

● Interprets figurative language 
● Demonstrates an understanding 

of shades of meaning among words (happy, 
thrilled, ecstatic) 

● Interprets and uses figurative language 
● Determines the meaning or general academic 

and domain specific words and phrases used 
in a text relevant to grade 5 topics and 
subjects 

Compare and contrast or explain the 
overall structure of two or more texts. 

● Determines and explains the overall 
structure of a story or drama 

● Compares and contrasts the overall 
structure of an informational text (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) 

● Continues to compare and contrast or explain 
the overall structure of two or more texts with 
increasingly difficult texts or new information 
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Describe how a narrator’s or 
speaker’s point of view influences 
how events are described or analyze 
multiple accounts of the same event 
or topic. 

● Identifies and describes a narrator or 
speaker’s point of view. 

● Explains how narrator’s or speaker’s point 
of view influences how events are 
described. 

● Analyzes multiple accounts of the same event 
or topic, comparing how point of view 
influences how events are described.  
 
 

Analyze how visual and multimedia 
elements contribute to the meaning, 
tone, or beauty of a text or draw on 
information from multiple print or 
digital sources. 

● Identifies visual and multimedia 
information from print or digital sources 

● Analyzes how visual and multimedia 
elements contribute to the meaning and 
tone of a text or digital source  

 
 

● Analyzes how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a 
text or digital source 

 

Integrate information from several 
texts in order to write or speak about 
the subject knowledgeably. 

● Identifies information from print or 
digital sources  

 

● Uses information from print or digital 
sources to support a claim 

● Integrates information from several print or 
digital sources to support a claim 

 

Read and comprehend literature and 
informational texts at the high end of 
the grade 5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

● Sets a purpose for reading  
● Reads text with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression 
● Uses context to confirm or self correct 

words; rereads if necessary 

● Reads with purpose and understanding. 
● With prompting, uses a variety of strategies 

such as predicting, connecting, questioning, 
visualizing, and inferring to comprehend 
text 

● Reads grade level text with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression 

● Independently uses a variety of strategies 
such as predicting, connecting, questioning, 
visualizing, and inferring to comprehend text 

Writing and Language NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
 
 

● Writes narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
descriptive details and event sequences 

● Writes informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information  

 

● Writes opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information 

● Conducts short research projects that use 
several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation about different aspects of a 
topic 

● Determines what sources are appropriate to 
support analysis, reflection, and research 

● Identifies evidence in texts that fits the 
task, purpose, or audience 

● Includes multimedia components and visual 
displays in presentations, when appropriate 

● Writes narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences 

● Writes informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly 

● Justifies analysis, reflection, or research with 
evidence from texts 

● Speaks clearly at an understandable pace 
● Reports on a topic or text with relevant 

information in a logical order 
 

Demonstrate a command of the 
grade-level conventions of standard 
English grammar and mechanics 
when writing or speaking 
 

● Expands, combines, and reduces 
sentences 

● Recognizes inappropriate shifts in verb 
tense 

● Demonstrates an understanding 
of the function of conjunctions, prepositions, 
and interjections 

● Recognizes and corrects subject verb 
agreement 

● Recognizes and corrects inappropriate 
shifts in verb tense 

● Understands the use of the simple and perfect 
verb tense 

● Applies grade appropriate spelling skills 
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Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling when writing. 

● Uses punctuation to separate items in a 
series and commas to separate an 
introductory element from the rest 
of the sentence 

● Uses underlining, quotation marks, or 
italics to indicate titles of works 

● Uses all appropriate forms of punctuation ● Consistently uses all appropriate forms of 
punctuation, underlining, quotation 
marks, and italics. 

Speaking and Listening NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions. 

● With prompting and support, comes to 
discussions prepared 

● With prompting and support, uses 
notes or other information to contribute 
to discussions 

● Follows rules for discussions. 
With support, asks and answers 
questions; elaborates on remarks of 
others 

● Comes to discussions prepared. 
● Uses notes or other information to 

contribute to discussions 
● Follows rules for discussions 
● Asks and answers questions during 

conversations 
● With support, draws conclusions from 

discussions or from listening to a speaker 
or media presentation 

● Consistently engages in group discussions 
with varied partners 

● Stays on topic by linking his/her own 
additions to the conversation with the 
previous remarks of others 

● Asks for clarification and further explanation, 
as needed 

● Extends ideas and understanding in light of 
the discussion 

● Evaluates and integrates information 
presented in diverse media 
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